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TATE ' ' COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY
Minnesota Ramsev Countv St. Paul
[SQIC NAME QF STRUCTURE {INCLUDE SCURCE FOR NAME) HABRS NO.
New York Life Insurance Companv Building MN=54

CONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE

MPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)
Sixth and Minnesota Streets

\TE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) ARCHITECT(S)} (INCLUDE SQURCE)
1887-1889 Babb, Cook & Willard

[GNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE CRIGINAL USE OF STRUC'IURE& .
ne o the

most impressive and costliest of multi~-story commercial structures built in St. Paul in the
late nineteenth century. The sculpted eagle above the entrance is verv like that done for
the same companv by Augustus St. Gaudens for the Wew York Life Building,Kansas City,M0,1887-90.

[YLE (IF APPROPRIATE)

Flemish Renaissance Revival

\TERI AL OP \ST U ION I\CLUDE(?TRUCTUR SYSTF\Slermgggastorgogoun%%t1on in masonry, five

orie ol rlc e Vl uo n,erani ah in te 8 0 Lo
eate i mansar ’roo ith e é’fle& et w1ﬁdox P

AND DIMENSIONS CF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)

Superstructure divided into twe uneaqual masses flanking a narrow court.

TERICR FEATURES OF NOTE

Entrance of red sandstone with bas reliefs of classical arabesaues,
lion head ornaments across the cornice over third story, ornate terracotta frames on upper
indows and stepped gables on the main facade.

“TERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLCCR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)

ain entrance hall of marble, cherry woodwork throughout the building, mosiac floors in
ain entrance hall and corridors ( the main hall remodeled in colored marble and terrazzo in
he late 1890's).

JCR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES

In the late 1890's an additional bay was erected on the south side of the buiilding,the
interior was remodeled (date unknown) with colored marbles, lowered ceiling and terrazzo floors

ESTNT CONDITION AND USE

Not known

HER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE Original tenants primarily lawyvers, had magnificent law
ibrary in 1897. The design was given to Cass Gilbert in an article in the St. Paul Pioneer Press
Jan~-Feb. 1891); Gilbert demanded a retraction which was printed shortlv afterward ( the implicatic
i d being that he didn't want to be associated with the design).
>y OF INFCRMATION JINCLUDING LISTING CN NATIONAL REC:STER, STATE RECISTERS, =TC.;
Koeper, H.F. Ristoric St. Paul Buildings. St. Paul Citv Planning Roard:1964,p.35.
Pioneer Press Company. St. Paul, History and Progress, Princivle Men and Institutions
Schuyler%tﬁoiigiéﬁgf lggéerggaKBArchltecture g Other Writings. Harvard U. press,1961,pp315-18
AMPILER, AFFILIATICN : DATE :
' Eleni Silverman, HABS Architectural BHistorian June 1983 /




